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Superstitions and Their Social and Psychological Corre-

latives Among College Students.
Introduction

There afe two extremes in the perception of
causatidﬁ: first, the superstitious and naive; second,
the objectively scientific. The first was the method. of
thought of all primitives; the second, as we are told Dy
Je B Baillie(l)‘ié not only a recent acqﬁisition of the
human racey, but at the same time a local phenomenon. For
the mbst part, only a small very seléct group of investi-
gators have accepted the rigorous, abstract, dispassionate,
objective, experimental, verifiable research manner of
sbientifié investigation of cause and effect in aceordénce
with such principles as the law of contradiction(g) and- the
1aw'pf parsimony. The large mass either slowly acéept the
dicta of the scientist or still cling to the explanations
offered by'primitive science, folk lore, superstition. To
quote Dresslar, "The popular notionm of what constitutes
‘scienfifie evidence:is sadly in error. AGreat magsses of
people have a very vague conception of what ié meaﬁt by
proof. When multitudes of people are willing to believe
that bad luck follows directly on the stepping over a

broom and are willing to evidence the fact by recalling

(1) "Studies in Humen Nature" pp. 242

(2) Levy-Bruhl "How Natives Think" pp. 76.



instances where this was .the case, what sort af anAidea
can they have of cause and effect?“(l)
To look for a moment at the words "secientific"
and "superstitious:
| The scientist assumes that matter is explicable
in physieal_terms, that physieal effect is the eonsequeﬁt
of physical terms, that the world is a "closed system"
within which there is no room for the unknowable, or say-
_ing it differentlj, he maintains that eventually, with
diligent sﬁriving, all thé'laws of cause and effect may
be known. His method is objective; that is, he looks
withéw and mot within himself for his explanations; and
above a8ll, he endeavers to look with am umprejudieed, dis-
passienéte’eye;up@n all phenemeﬁa. _ |
‘Superstitious thought-behavier, on the other
hand, is chmracterized by mysticism and magic(g); it
preys upon the igﬁarant(s),and suggestiblé(4y§.is nour-
ished by the‘emotions(5);. and grows "out of a naive be-
lief in the all-gervadingness of mind or spirit, and the

possibility that man may know this universal}mind through

(1) Dresslar, “Edﬁcati@n‘and Superstition", p. 213,

(2) Levy=-Bruhl, ops cite Pe 386, |

(3) Park end Burgess, "The Gity“p.128, and ﬁresslar, Del43,
(5) Dresslar, p. 141, aﬁd Sumner p. 2le

(é) Sumner, "Folk Ways", D. 21,



the suggestions made to.him.by the common things and events‘
about hima"(l) | |
Between the scientific and the superstitious, ther

is a wide intermediate'commdn ground, occupiéd b& blends and
patterns of the two syst ms of fhought, somewhere into Whichd
the "man on the street" fits. |

It is a commonplace that superst1t1on is widely dlf-‘
fused th?oughout all socletles' that, llnked‘W1th‘an animis=-
tic religion and with social tasboos, it is elevated to a place
~of major importance in the mind of pfimitive man, and that it
remains as a distiméb and frequently conﬁrolling type of be=
havior even among civilized people, _Moré than that, there
is abundant evidence to show that superstitious practides‘are

malntalned among educated people including college students.(g)

(1) Dresslar, ODs clt., p. 141,

(2) "I have gathered dlrectly from the mnnds of 875 different
gtudents, whose average age was about 19 years, nearly 10,000
specimens of common superstitions. These students were en-
gaged in the task of preparimg to teach in the public schools
of this country, and were selected for this purpose by reason
of general intelligence and worthy moral character. Not only
were they intelligent in the ordinary mesning of this term,
but-they had passed with credit through the elementary schools
"and in addition had spent from one to three years in higher
scientific study... The percentage of belief in the 10,000
superstitions (above mentioned) was nearly 45." Dvesslar,
“Suggestions on the Psychological Causes of Superstition", Amer-

ican Jouvnal of Insanity, Oct. 1910,




It is.true.that-members of the lattef group freqwe ntly
allege that thej hold to their beliefs and practices lar-
gely "for fun" or behave "with the crowd without belief,"
nevertheless they do maintain them as part of their over t
behavior, and it is not unlikely that through such well-
known mechanisms as'rationali;ation and defense reaction,
they concesl even f£rom themselves the significance of these
_beliefs and practicese. \

Although there is voluﬁnious literature as to the
content of superstition, its genesis, diffusion and distri-
bution among variocus groups;‘relaiively little has been
written concerning its psychological basis,.more parﬁicu-
- larly the psychologicd: mechanisms by which it persists
among sophisticated, forﬁally educated persons, such as a
collegé undergraduate body. Certain authors hévé made iﬁ-
cidental inferences on this pointi but few have based these
infefeﬁces upon any more than genéral observation, We may
quote the following:

Dresslar(i) attributed this clinging to supersti-

tion to a "Willingness and phyletic, instinctive desire to

believe in certain causal relations,(g) wii ¢ch have not and
cannot be proved to exist through a course of feasoning,
through revelation or through direct observatiom." He feels
that this superstition "grows out of fhe belief in the all-

pervading-ness of mind or spirit". "There is in supersti-

(1) "Education and Superstition" pp. 141-143,

(2) Author's italics.



tions feeling a strong element of fear, which fear varies
in intensity with mental and physical conditioNe...and is
stronger at night‘than in the day time;;...and stronger in
sickness than in health,® ‘"Superstitions represent in part
those.conclusions which men have adopted in order to free
‘the mind from the strain of incomplete thinking.... It is
both physically and mentally verxy tiring to held in mind
a series of condition snd at the same time prevent them
from shooting together into some sort éf a denoument. The
untre ined and inSthmctivekmind_reaches conclugsions quicklya...
Thus it may reach quasi-generalizations itself, ors.. accept
tﬁe generalizatiohs passed down by tradition.® "Belief: in
superstition is closely associated with narrow experience,
unscientific observations, the undue éeréistence-of eafly
conclu31ons and the natural tendency of the mental 1ife to
reduce expe;lence to rules or gere ralizations for guidance
in practlcal 11;80” ,

In =& second avtlcle,(l) Dresslar mekes the fur-
yher statement 'that "under any’ condltlon, belief is either
a matter of mere passive acceptance, or a feeling of,loglcalb
compulsion brought on by reason of the relaﬁjOns among the
fécts present in consciousness. If iggg is there, 1ogic}‘
counts for liitle,;.. But whence oomas}this fear end faith,
this satisfactionﬁn superstitious conclusions? It is, T

pelieve, a psychical prédispositionﬂwhich cannot be under-

(1) "Suggestlons on the Psychology of‘Superstltlon", Amer-
ican Journal of Insanity, Oct, 19100



stood, save as we comsider it in its gewm:tic aspect. It
is a mental rémnant..e It is a belated expression of human
Progress and‘harks back to that stage in deveiopment when
the conscious life was just begimning the quest for a
knowledge of cause and~effect°.;(1t)cannot be eradicated
as can as can the appendix., It is a produce of the emo-
tional ilife and imposes itself on the intéliigence in spite
of scieunce and~even'critical personal kncwledge."

~ One almost wonders if Dresslar WOuld pcstmlatelan
instinet of superstition, a pulsating, driving, inherent
forece, that in the absence of a better outlet, at least;
seeks eipression in superstition; or is it but a refimed
and sped alized bmnd of instinet of curiosity. We do glean,
however, that superstition has its roots in fear and lack of
knowledge, and that it answers indécisions under the strain
~of which we grow Weary. In terms of the Gestalt Psycholo-
gist; it closes‘the gestalt and satisfies, even though the
closure is not the correet one, |

He further saysz( "The fundemert al fact, and

1
the one of dominant impertanie,-hcwever, is that men do in-
variably seek to expleing fhat they attempt to ﬁake some
explanation of things or to come to some conclusion about
theme Without this tendenecy, science would never have been

borne

(1) "Superstition and Education" p. 213,



Levy=-Bruhl would not agree with Dresslar. He would
sey that superstition is due to a definite type of thought,
which is based upon the assumption of a "s@iritual“ non-tang-
ible, invisible reali ty; the thoughts of the introverted
) subjectivist, animist or mysticist; in Dresslar's terms
growing out of the "nl#ive belief in the all-pervading—ness
of mind or spirit." He saye 1) "The perception of pfimin
tives is oriented differently from our own, and not pre-
eminently cbncerned, as ours ig, with the charm cteristies of
the beings and manifestations which we eall objective. To
the@.the most important properties of the beings and objects
they perceive, are their occult powers, their mystie qualities..s
The p® mitive, far from regarding the mystic perception in
which he has no part as suspect, sees in it, és in the dreem,
a more precious and consequently more significant communi ca-
tion with invisible spirits and forces."

"Conversely, when collective representations imply
the presence of certain qualities inlobjects, nothing will
persuade the primitives that they do m t exist. To us, the
faet that we do nmot pebceive them there is decisive. It
does not prove to them that they are not there, for possibly
it is their nature notAto reveal themselves to perception,
or to manifest themselves in certain eonditions only. Con-
sequently, that whi ch we call experience; and Which decides,

as far as we are concerned, what may be admitted or not ad-

mitted as real, has no effect upon collective représentations.

(1) "How Natives Think", pp. 63 and 68,



"The spoerstitious man, and frequently also the
réligibus man, among uss bei eves in a twofold order of
reality, the one visible, palpable, and suberdinaie-fo the
essential lewsof motion; the other invisible, intangible,
"spiritual®, forming a mystic sphére which encompasses the
fi#st. The primitive's mentality does not recognize twé
rdistinct worlds in contact with each other, and more or less
interpenetrating. To hi@ there is but éne. Every reality,
like every influence, is mystic, and consequently e%ery PEr =
ception is alsé myética" |

Judd(l) states: "Primitives, and all men up to a
recent scientific period, weTe mofe corxcerned with having
the beliefs of the time, m:d with en internal cors istency im
their thlnklng, rather than with external con51stency, i, e.,
whether or not belief was checked by outs1de faect."

N, N, Pucﬁetugg) in deflﬂlng sw erstition says:
"Some folk heliefe ars simply incorrect éemepts of natuml
phenbmena whi ch have no bearing on the afﬁairs of life, but
by far the greater part of them have to do with the explam-
ation and especially the corb rol of this a;eatory’elemenﬁg
In the main, these sw erstitions represent simply the effort
of mankind to adapt him e1f more complstely to his imaginary
environment,'to avoid evezy'possible spiritual danger, and

to utilize more fully the last fractiom of spiritual power

(1) Judd, "Psychology of Social Institutions®, ,
(2) Puckett, N. H., "Folk Beliefs of Southern Negro®, pﬁ576.‘



in the unequal contest of iife," Here Wé Bgain have s hint
of agimism and mysticism, of thé n#ive belief in the all-
pervading-ness of mind, as tpe basis bf superstition, plus
possibly some pulsating, vital force aimed at an>eXplanation
of things. He continues: "Swperstitions arise and persist
. because ail societies, or all.portionslpf one,sb@iety, fail
to advance at equal ratesof progress. The more‘educated
upper strata have reached that understanding of scientific
‘law which ensbles theﬁ.to‘dispense with many means of con-
trolling the aleatory element still in %égge'withlths less
fortunate middle and lower ciasses, Thus the upper classes
speak of such lowér class beliefs and practices which have
no scientific basis as querstifions, though to those who
acéept them, they are not so regarded. This shows us, of
course, that sp erstition is purely g relative term, de-
‘ pending entirely upon a person's gtage of arlture.®
Superstition, theh; ig somgthiﬁg more than erroneous

Gausal‘hypctheses. It ms t be founded upon the comcept of
a universal spirit-mind endity. The @ perstiti ous feel that
if they cam but get in empathy with "fhe powers that be",‘
bowers:of e non-tangible, nonm-localizable, unpredictable
nature, if such contact can be made; then‘persdns and thiwgs
can be manipulsted at will, -

‘ Dr. Puckett in his‘collection of Negro Sﬁgezgﬁin
tions, first enumerates an_abundanbe of negro superstitioné,
then describes how the negrd of the south will think him;

self "hoodoced® or cursed by someone, and actually become
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ill at the suggestion of it fhen, upon the coﬁnter-sugges~

tion of a voodoo doctor of prestige,be cured again by sug-

gestion, And yebt, the author of "Folk Beliefs of the Southern

Hegro" never wces the word suggestion, nor in any way points
out the extreme sugéestibility of the Negro, and his conse-
guent voodooism and superstition. '

» . Fraser in ﬁis "Golden Bough'" makes no mention of-
superstition; but of magic he says that it "assumes _that all
beings, whether human: or divine arebin the lasf resort sub-
jecﬁ to those impersonal forces which control all things,
.but which nevertheless can be turned to acgount by any one
who knows how to mapipulate;them by the appropriate cere-
monies and spells.“(l) _ ,

Wundt(p) would stand with Levy-Bruhl in contra-

dicting that superstition is tlie behavior resultant of an
attempt at explaning phenomens. It is rather a point of
viewy; an outlook on life. He says: “We utterly confuse
~ primitive thinking with our own scientific standpoint, when
we explain it by the need for the inﬁerprefation of phenomena.
Causalitys in our sense of the word, does not exist for primi-
tive man. If ﬁe would épeak of causality at all omn his.levei
of experience, we may say only that’heviS'gomyrned by the

causality of magic., This, however, receives its stamp not

from thelaws that regulate the connection of ideas but from

(1) p. 51,
(2) "Elements of Folk Bsychology" p. 93



the forces of emotion.. Mythological gausgliﬁy-pf emotional
magice” "In so far as the mythology of primitive man geins

& permanent foothold and influence, it consists of:a belief
in magic and demons," “Onﬁﬁhe primiti ve stage, death and
siékﬁess are the main sources of belief im magie and-in
demonse Fo m this as a center, the belief radiates far out . -
into &ll departmenis of life." "Belief in magic assumes the
form of protective magic, of megic defers e against demonical
influences.” Hemr again, we have the thought‘that magic (or
swerstitiious practices, the art and not the theory‘of super=
étition) is dependant upon a different fundamental assumption,

than sciencey, -- the mystie viewpoint. Science and supersti-
tion eve this in commen, that the course of natw e is de-
 termined by the operation of immutable laws, acting mechan-
icallys superstition having tﬁe additional hypothesis of
apimism and mysticisms |
Perhaps in tbis_citation from Wundt we have the
beginning of the thought that both science and magic depend
upon the culture of the period plus the_suggestibility-of
the individual br group to that culture., Howevery, more"
fundamental than this in the detemmining of who, in this
culture of ours,; will or will not be superstitious, is the
emotional condi tionings and forces, accoming to Wundt.

Sumner( defines superstition asirrational un=-

1)
critical belief, the result of suggestion. He says: "A

(l) "Holk Ways”, Ds 21,



crowd always has a common stock of elementary faiths, pre-
judices, lovesSecse. This commdn stock is acted on by the

same stimuli in all persons at the same time, hence the

gre tinfluence of omens and all popular superstitions of
a'groﬁdeﬂ ”Superstitions arise in crowds." "The power

of watch words coﬁaiéﬁs in the cluster of suggestions

which have become fésted upon them.,"” The f6llowing research
most closely bears out this thedrys |

The authors pretty generally-agree that supersti-

tion is founded upon a mystical belief in the all-pervading-

ness of mind or spirit, empathy with which may be obtained i1

if the correct technique is followed., One people is perhaps

more superstitious than another, dependant upon the culture
level, or the relative enlightenment or ignorance, of the |
group in question. Some authors attribute sw erstition to

a felt need of explanatibn of phenomena, a requifemenﬁ due
to‘thé dissatisfaction or pain of keepiﬁé thought suspended,
or perhaps an explanation necessitated by a driviﬂg curosity
or intended to allay fear;f.One author indicates that super-
stition is closely related to suggestioﬁ, that swerstition
arises and spreads through Fcroﬁds“ by suggestion. A careQ
ful perusal of all the literature might reveal even more
theories of the cause of superstition. It is likely, how-
ever ,” that these hypotheses would be based upon poorer ine
sight and less material than the above.

There iss the, a pretty general disagreement as

L



to the psychological'causes of the relative swerstitiousness

| of groups, end nothing even indicative as to the difference
- in superstitiousness of individuais within grow s. |

| Why them this peremmial growth of s erstition? Why

this constant acceptanee of Superstition by individuals in |
each oncoming geeration? 'ﬂnd who aﬁé‘the superstitious? HbW
else characterize them,‘how catalogue them, how prognosticate
who will be sqperstitibus? Or better still, how lure them:
from superétitioua'uhto scientific wayw ? The gquestion needs
investigatieﬂé and is We}l within the field of the §sychologist.(l)
Superstition, outworn science, the belief of the laggard, the
unpruned deadwood on the tree of knowledge, an‘offspring of a
dead theory of mysticism and animismg-the possession of the
gullible, the uncritical, the suggestible, why does it con-
tinue to remain smong the living, zlthough long dead and odorous
énd begging burriel? ‘

The purposé of this thesis, them is to study the
ﬁatuﬁe and distribution of superétition among college freshmen,
not as an end in itseif9 but as a starting poiﬁt’for making
further inquiry into the psychological and sociological fac-
tors en%éring into the holding of these superstitiona by the

members of this undergraduate group.



T e e e e o —

The plan of this experimen% briefly is:
I. To obtain the amount and nature of supersti-
_ tién (by blank adapted from Dresslar and revised by the
experimenter as described below)e. |
II. To find relationships between ammnt of
_superstition end |
(a) Intelligence
(b) Religion Sects
Ar(e) ‘Sex
(a) Age . - o
(e) Type of h2#gh school attended; rural
vs. urbam.
(f) Race; Native Born vs., Foreign borng
"Old" vs. "New" Immigration.
(g) Emotional and Social Comtrol.
(nh) Religiosity -- the Acceptance of
Religious Dogma. i
(i) Suggestibilitye
III. To offer a theory of Superstition.

Assuming for the moment that we have progressed,
- .

that the more desirable attitude is that of healthy criticism

and analysis of facts of the case, that the scientific atti-
tude is goods
Assﬁming also that much confusiom of thought and

action in this day results from the uncritical acceptance of



conclusions by people who are neithér qﬁalified to render
nor accept them; | ‘

‘Then, some attempt should be made to encourage
the former and minimize the latter. The solution of any'
problem demands first and foremost én enalysis of its causes.
The scientific proceduré, then' is to locate the problem by
developing some method for its detection, then to find[its
cerrelafive faetors, assume causal_relaﬁonships,,Where the

correlation is high and then check these factors by elimin-

A,
ation and noting the effeets upon superstition, S
/The most scientific method, is of course, the [
purely objective, i. €., one which will reach the super= yﬂ

stitious 1life of the subject without making him aware of
it., The most reliable measure of quality and quantity of
superstition would be obtsined from & controlled experi-
‘ment., Thehcompletely ohjeetive-method‘would be the ob-
servation of physical action upon the presentation of a
stimulué: ie., the presence of a black cat, the actual
knockingfbn wood when good fortune is ieéounted.(l) Here,
however,;novobservation on the inner turmoil that might be
éaused by the suppressiem of such a habit could be made,
inasmuch as the actual ﬁhoﬁghﬁ processes can not at this

‘time be followed. We would not even have a delayed regsborise

(1) As am illustration of a purely objeetive investigation
of superstition, the following citation is offered: "Walk-
ing under a ladder is considered very unluecky.. In the out-
posts (Newfoundland) girls will elimb the rockiest cliffs to
avoid such a contingenecy. On one occasion in St. Johns, where
a ladder extended across the sidewalk, of 127 girls who came
along,® only six ventured under ity the rest going along the

\



fi. es the Kent-Rosonaff Free Assbciafiom'Tests) to guess
1a£‘the emofional distﬁrbance. | .
foﬁ the other extreme is the completely subjective
‘method of the early‘questionnairelwhich contains snﬁhrques-v
tioﬁé\ﬁs "Do you believe that knocking-oﬁ wood helps pro-
pifié;e the fates,‘etc," This is the type éf question
Dresslar aska,(l)  Eeréquests the student ﬂe 1ist any aand
all superstiti ons of which he or she had heard and indicate
either "Full","Partial" or "Ho Bellef." This method is un-
satisfactory om account of the confusion between beligf
and sction. | |
To'adcpt the completely objeetive procedure would
limit the superstitious study greatly, for a large number
deal'wiﬁh situations not possible in the mehool laboratory.
So the experimenter, attempting to detect. the number ané;
eharactei of sﬁperstitioa was‘forced to rely upon the ques- -
tionnaire. An attempt to lift the questionnaire out of the
"realm of belief was made by wording as many questions as
~ possible -= havé you done, or do you do, rather than have
jou believed or do you helievé. So‘our procedure,stanés
nidway between the completely subjeétive and 6bjective

attemptsa(g)

gutter in mud ankle deep.“ Birgher, "Current Superstition® .
pg 830

(1) "Superstition and Edueation.”

(2) The whole history of questionnaires has been one of a
gradual evolution from the frank direct question to the very
subtle, apparently irrelevant one. It is hoped that the im-
provement on the enclosed questionnaire is continue%dgmww '

VHIVERSITY OF BUFFALD



The Questionnaire on Superstition:

In order that the superstitious beliefs current
among the group studied might be investigated as éeienti-
fi@ally as possible, fhe following steps were taken to pro-
duce a satisfactory questionnairé: | |

' Fletcher Bascom Dresslar in his very complete
publication.“Superstition andlEducation" has listed_lﬁl'
'pages of elassified superstitions, giving the'origiﬁal,
its source and the changes and interprétations it has
undergoﬁé. He gives a second condeﬁsed list of the‘more.
common superstitions{(l) The majority of the secéad list
was used in the first questionnaife; together with selec-
tions from the‘first more completé‘iist and some mofe
local superstitions not mentioned by Dresslar.

A quéstibnﬁaire of 75 questions Was‘preparedo
This quéstionﬁaire’was circulated amomg a group of summer
students of various backgrounds, interests aﬁdiexperieﬁees.
They_were‘requested not only to cheékwghose s@perstiﬁions
to which they reacted positively, but more particularly
to list, on a page provided, any superstitions that they
or their friends or acquaintances reacted to, which were
not included in the questiomnaire. The same queétionnaiie
with the‘same instructions, was ciréuléted among.a pre—!

freshman group, HRKighty of the summer school students and

the entire pre-freshman group of 37 students returned ques-

tionnaires,

(1) pp. 190 = 193,

LY



The fifty-two most often checked superstitions,
togetle r with space for superstitions not included, Was
drafted‘into a scond questionnaire., This was given the
entire freshman student body of the University, 186 in

number( for the year 1926-27 on Saturday morning, Sep-

1)
tember 1926, The thirty-three pre-freshmen who be-
came freshmen of good standing were not included. On the
same morning, the group filled out a -questionnaire for

the Personnel 0ffice, data from which has been described

belows In describing the method-to be followed by the

A

class in answering the questionnaire, eve effort to avoid
]

the unpleasant connotation and flavor of superstition was

made. Pages 21, 22, and 23 are the questionnaire as finally

- given,
Dresslar, im his valuable‘work,_has three cate=-

gories: Tull Belief, Partial Belief and No Belief. He

He emphasizes the fact that Partial Belief is belief, never-

theless.(g) In this research, in place of the word belief;

whenever possible, the questions were Wordéd, "do you do or

act or behave in this or that way?" 1In place of Dresslar's

three categories, four were used: Always, Oftenh, Never,

and Used-to do or act in)this manner, Here, we hold with

1) This is not quite the entire class inasmuch as some

few were absent,

(2) "Three classes were chosen instead of two for the sake
of helping them to tell the truth. Partial belief means that

"one would rather be on the right side," that there was a

"feeling of belief", but it would be difficult to decide as
to its exact strength, It must be born in mind, however, that
ipartial belief" ig belief. It is an indefinite and condi-
tioned belief to be sure, but it may t as persistent and as



arbitranyQ

Dresslar that-the concept that is often acted upon, after
all has modified behavior to that extént, and should be
considered accordingly. Tﬁé subjeets were further asked
to place but one check in the column provided if the act
was committed with belief, that is if he would be uncom-
fortable; were the act to be omitted; and two checks if
no discomfort would be experienced at its omiésion,.

" In scoring the‘Questiomnaire, six counts were
given for a single check (practice with belief) in the
"alﬁays“ column, four counts for double cheek in this
column g »five counts were given for a single check in
"often® coiuﬁn, and three counts for double check in "often"
column, It was felt that behavior, which when omitted,
gives discomfort; which is in accordance with the entire
personglity make-up, is of more importanée, than that done
in the manner of a habitual manual mannerism. A separate
scoré was tabulated for superstitions ﬁhichﬁere formerly,

but are not now,'reacted to- pesitively (the "Used-to-do”

- colummn) with counts of one and two. ' This, like any other

scoring of superstitious grades, of necessity, had to be

The following_pages slo w the 25‘most frequent
superstitidns ranked according to the number of individuals,

girls and men, who act upon the coneept.

fHoroughly superstitious as "full belief." Dresslar, "Sup=-
erstition and HEducation pe e



25 Superstitions in order of rank

Meintained Bel@i§s

Biscarded Belegifs

Grand

Girls | Mens |Total Girls | Mens |Total | Total

Tap wood after T

meking a boast 50 58 108 8 25 33 141
- Combination of wish

with falling star,

lst star, load of}

hay and simulfaneous . ‘

remark 65 36 101 7 14 21 122
Avoid posts bet. o ’ ‘
self and friends 31 30 61 10 13 25 84
Combination: bring-

ing of company by |

dropping of knife, i :
fork, spoon and A S ‘ v .o
dish-rag ' 30 23 53 2 9 11 64
Pick up pins for - i

luck S 33 16 | 49 A 19 123 |72
#13-lucky or un- ‘ ’
lucky 15 34 49 2 4 6 55
Ringing of ears f

indicates one is -

spoken of 28 16 44 2 7 9 55
Material in horo-

scope, reliable 15 25 40 0 o1 1 41.
Pick 4-leave clo- '

vers for luck 21 16 37 10 25 35 72
Black cat brings: o |

bad luck 15 21 36 B 18 23 59
Dreams prophetic 16 20 36 1 2 3 39
Walk about chair to |

change luck at § '
cards 12 23 35 1 9 10 45
Death foretold by

dog howling, bird i

flying in wandow.. 10 23 33 1 3 4 3%
Friday, 13th, un- : .
lucky 13 ' 19 | 32 1 5 6 38



(superstitions

Maintained Beliefs

Discarded Beliefs

Grand

continued). - Total
Girls |Men Total Girls| Men | Total
Foretelling of fut- | = _
ure by palmist, etc.| 14 18 32 1 2 3 35
Aécidents come in 3's 10 20 30 0 O 0 30
Itching palm brings - |
money 13 16 29 3 7 10 39
Horse-shoe brings luck 6 | 22 28 5| 29 32 60
o
Breaking mirror brings 7
bad luck i5 | 12 27 i1 12 23 50
Refrain from singing
before breakfasgt 9 15. 24 S 2 5 29
gpilling salt brings| o . :
bad luck 17 5 | 22 1 5 6 28
Early losing at cards :
- later winning 4 18 22 0 1 1 23
Early winning --
‘later Winning 8 13 21 0 1 1 22
Walking under ladder . ‘
brings bad luck - 10 10 20 3 10 13 33
Third light brings : -
bad luck ' 4 16 20 0 1 1 21
; ) X

The fatality cohsequent to the third light is a recent

- superstition spread by the soldiers~durihg the Gregt War; and

therefore, not mentioned by Dresslar,

The prevalence of magical control of chance at cards

is not so popular among Dresslar's group.

The rural superstitions found in Dresslar's collection,

iss magic qualities of rooster crowing, load of hay, white horsey

etco, .~ are not so popular among the student body of an urban

uhiversity, such as the University of Buffalo.



Individual tabulations for the men and girls
gives the inﬁeresting results that the girls are parti-
cularly addicted to some superstitioné, ie €0y Wishing
with falling star, 1lst star of evening,.etc,, pickinﬁpp
pins, and a beliéf in the bad luck of spilling salt:
while men are addicted to others, such as picking up
horseshoes, card supérstitions, third light on same match _
brihging bad luck, etc. It is quite obvious why this would -
bé so. (For further consideration of sex differences, see

page 30 ).

Superstition of the group as a whole:

. The 186 freshmen subjects reported beliefs total-
ihg 1423, all of.which still influence their behavior, that
is about 7.6 per person; the 119 men reported 757 supersti-
tions or 6.5 per mang the 57 Women;‘666, or 11,6 per woman.
Besides the 1423 beliefs in superstitions adhered to, the
group reported 430 superstitions which had been dropped, or
2.3 per personi the men having dropped 323 or 2,7 per maﬁ,
the women 107? or 1.8 periwomana(l) |

The histogram, on following page,; shows the gen-
efal spread of superstition based on the scoring; as des-
cribed.on page 24. From it, it may be seen that the mode
is considerably lower then the medién; the mode heing at
the interval of 10-19, the median for the entire group be-

ing 26. This shows a skewing of the curve to the left,

(1) See table page 30,
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illustrative‘of the fact that there is the tendency of such
a group as studied to be marching away frém superstition,v
the 1aggards who have not caught w with the group in this

- elimination of superstition, trailing after the'main ad;
vanéed guard at‘various'distances. This study is perhaps

- the most interested in the characteristics of this atypical,
more superstitious group who have been tardy in #he.progress
toward scientific method and scientific findings; who afe,l
so to speak, still in a culture period outgroﬁn by the more

farward—looking groupo(l\
’

Intélligence‘Quotient and Superstition:

A corre;ation was run for the Intelligence per-
centile ratings,vas determined by the University bf~Buffalo
~ entrance examination (The 1926 Amefican Gouncil Test), and
Superstitions a.cofrelaticn watio of -.12 being obtained.
Without going ith any defense of the intelligence examing-
tion as given, we might at 1east éay.that there does not
seem to be any correlation between the ability to pass intel-
ligence examinations and the’quélityg superstition., XNor do
ﬁe find particularly the opposites.

When a correlation was obtained between the amount
of superstition dropped and percentile score on the Intelli-
'gehce Téstss a positive ratio of 058 was obtained, practi-

cally a chance scattering,.

(1) Puckett, N.N., opeo cites DPe 576 = 577,

\



Religiéus Sects and Smmerstition:

A refined table of the findings as to the super-

stition of the various religious groups may be found below,

- Sufficient to say here that of three main groups,-Catholic,

Protestant and Jewish, the Jewish, on the whole, displayed

the least'superstitious.belief, and the Catholics the moste

The numbers of each are, however, not large enough to make

the findings over significant.

Total

Nos |[No. |ien Women Meﬁ ) Women | Total
~ |Ave. |Ave. | Ave. Median| Median| Median
Men |Women. . |Super.| Super4Super. Super.] Super.| Super.
Jewish 12| 9 |18.7 |30.8 | 24,0 | 13,5 | 24,0 | 15.0
R, Cath. 31 |13 56.2 | 2846 | 34.2 29,0 28, | 28.5
Ge Cathe | 2| 0 35,56 | -- | 35.5 | 35.5 - 35.5

Presby. | 10 |12 |27.3 | 50,0 | 39.7 | 26.5 | 42. | 33.5
M, Be 13| 8 |19.5 |48.1 | 30.4 | 13. 41,5 | 24.
Tuth. 5| 9 16e8 | 2843 | 24,6 10, 30, 21.5
Baptist s| 5 |28.4 | 43. | 30.5 | 25. 41, 31.
Congrege. 6 1 323 82, 39,4 26, 82. 26,
Diseiple | 4| 1 [19.2 | 3. | 16 19,5 3. | 1s.

. Unitarien| 1| 0 |14, - | 14, 14. - | 14,
Chre. ScieTce i1 0 26, —- 26, 269 -= R6.
Evangelical 1 _O 20, - 20, 20, = 26
Undem, Prot.24| 11 26,5 | 55.2 | 35,5 | 21,5 354 24,
Thal Prot[ 74| 45 24,4 | 37,5 | 30. 20, 37, 24,
Total: ] 119 67 27.1 | 35.2 | 30,3 | 22, 34, 26,

For Entire Group -- 1lst Quart. 10.5 Median 22,

29

3rd Quart., 38,5



Superstition and Sex:

In referring to the table on the preceding page,
it is interesting to note that with the sole'exception of
the Catholic group, whene#er the number of individuals con-
sidéred is large enough to be at all»significant, the Womeﬁ
have higher superstition scores than tﬁe men,

The following table ié an interesting comparison

between the men and womens

No.  Present Super's. Discarded Super's  Total

of _ _ .
Each -Noo Ave, Noe Ave. . No. Ave.
Men 119 5% 6.5 323 2,7 1079 9,0

Women 57 666 11.6 107 1.8 773 13.3

The average number of supersﬁitions for the women
is considerably higher than for theu-meng but what is more
interesting_and indicative is the fact that the men have
dropped a greater proportion of their superstitions -- al-
most half,; whereas the women have dropped énly'about onge
gixth of theirs., This is very likely due to the wider ex-
perience of the men, the faét that they have greater and
more contacts with facts and situations. There may also beA-
a second factof, namely that the taunt of swperstitiousness
when applied to men is pefhaps felt to be a sharper one than
when spplied to women. Women are thought to be more super-
stiti ous, in other Wofds it ié a "womanly" or "Feminine®

trait, and very unsatisfactory when spplied to men,




31,

The following table considers the medians of

the entire groups =-- superstition seores related to sex:

Nos 1st., Quart. 1Median 3rd Quarts

Wen 119 10.5 22, 3845
Women 67 19, 34, 56.
Totsl 186  13.. 26 a4, oA

The material CQlleéted, as'abové,‘in no way con-
tradicts the popular concept that women are relaﬁively more
superstitious than men.(l) It would seem that‘tbese irra-
tional fietions (group myths, maglc, or folk 1ore) are &
greater §art‘of Women's culture; magic, the early science .
produced by women, being hénded down from mother to déughtet

through the ages, or from women teachers to their girl eharges(g)

(1) "The psychological differences of sex seem to be largely ..
due, not to differences of average capacity, nor to differ-
- énees in type df mental adtivity, but to differences in social
influences brought to bear on the developing individual from .
early infaney to adult years." Helen B. Thompson, "Psycho-
logical Norms in Men and Women" pe. 182.

(2) "In early times.. the men frequently formed clubs and
lived apart from the womenj and even where this did not
happen, the men and women had no mental life in common. To
this contempt for women also was added a superstitious fear
of them, groing out of the primitive belief that weakness

or any other bad quality is infectious and may be transfer-
red by physical contmet or assoclatlon.“ WeIsThomass;%Sex
and Society", p@ 894# ,



men, being less housed and having,gréater contact genérally
~than Women,(l) lose this primitivé gscience quicker, taking
onto themselves the science of the &g in its stead@/ It
would be expected tham:when irrational beliefs, or any‘sysé
tém of beliefsglare part of a‘cultufeg the greater part of
such a cultﬁre they may be, the greater amouﬁtvwill bé ab-
sorbed'by the individuals producing and transmitting such

a culture. As stated above, women's culture contains more
superstition than does that of men. Also, the more sugges-
‘tible the'individuals of which a group may be, the larger

| portion of the current unverified beliefs Will be absorbed
by them., ‘However, from the two suggestibility tests given
the group(z), there is no indication that the women are more

suggestible thaﬁ are the men, popular belief to the»gom:raryo

Ace with Superstition:

When correlz ting age with superstition scores, a
ratio of -.194+ was obtained; that is the younger the individuai,

the more superstitious he appears to be, the older the less.

(1) "No where in the world do women as a class lead a per-
fectly free intellectual life in common with the men of the.
group, unless it be in restricted and srtificial gro w:s like
the modern revolutionary group in Russia... The mind and the
personality are largely built up from suggestion from the
outside, and if the suggestions are limited and particular,
so will be the mind." Ibid, p. 311,

(2) Discussed more complétely below.
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Sureiy here it is not a matter of envireonment; for on the
whole, one would expeet the older ones to come from homes
less well equipped with learning, if they come from homes
differiﬁg in sny way from the usual., There is, however , a
tendency for the oldér individuals te have dropped more of
their superstiﬁious beliefs than the younger ones. When age
was correlmted with the amount of superstiii on drepped, a
correlatienAef «12+ was obtained, showing thﬁt'the olderxr
tend to exeeedﬁthe’yeunge; in the number of superstitions
eliminated. Said othexwise, the greater fund of experieﬁce
the individual has to draw upon, the less suggestible will

~he or she be to irrational concepts.

High School Attended and Superstition:

- >

An attempt‘ﬁas\made to find whether these fresh-

men coming from small and smell-town high schools were more
greatly burdened witk'superstition then those coming from
the large and large-city high schools. - There is sn idea
‘gbroad that it is in the rurel communities and smong immig-
rant g:oups that superstition grows to its mest luxurious
proportions. To investigate whether our data gives any in-
dication that the rural high school graduates are more sup-
- erstitious than urben high school graduates, the following

table was constructed:




Superstition ' Large High School Small High Schopl

Score - Fumber  Percent. Number Pergent,

0- 9  o; 22,1 12 16.2

10 - 19 22 23,1 16 21.6
20 - 29 19 20, 12 16.2
30 - 39 10 . 10.5 13 17,5
20 - 20 14 14 s 6.7
50 - 59 | 11 11.5 5 6.7
60 - 69 | 2 2.1 vl 9,0
70 - 79 1 10 1 1.3
80 - 89 1 1.0 0 -
90 - 99 o - 0 -
4 4.2 3 4,0

100 and over

The large schools considered were South Park,
Hutehinson;-ﬂasteﬁ Park, Technical, Lafayette and Bennett,
of Buffalo.. There were forty-four small high schools con-
sidered, four of them-being perochial schools. Of these,.
fcrty-feur sehoelgg twenty-six schools sent but,one perm h;_

- nine sEnt'two; féur sent threé; two sent four; two, fives
~and one sent nine,

Upon examining the immediately preceding chart,
very little can be concluded, exéept that superstition is
ngg confined to either go» up of schools, but pretfy'well

distributed over all,




Raece and Superstition:

We have aslready noted, page 29, that the Jewish

~

freshmen were less superstitious than any of the chér re=-

ligious groups. This group are pretty likely to be foreigﬁ

born themselves, the children of foreign-born, or at most

the grand-children of foreign born people The majority very

likely will be found in fh@ so~-called "new immigranﬁ" gTroup,.

Of the entire group of 186 individuals, but eleven

were foreign-born., These were unusually lacking in super-

gtition, due perheps to wide experience. There were fifty-

five (55) of foreign-borm parentage. The follbwing refine-

ments were made in connection with this number:

Fr.,
- Swe. s Rus., Tote 1 % | 4%
BCos | GeTo, Aus., Toto.| Am. % % New 1.014
Eng, | Den.,| Ital,| P8l., FeBs| Born | FeB. |A.By| Imm, | Tmm.
0- 9 |1 2 3 4 10 | 23 | 18.[17.5) 18. |17.8
10-19 |3 2 1 | s 11 | 27 | 20.|20.6} 15.4 | 31.2
20-29 |2 2 2 | 7 15 | 24 | 24, 18.3| 23.7 | 25.
50-39 1 1 1 31 19 Bo [14.5| 5.1 6.2
40 - 49 2 1 7 g | 11 | 14.|e.a|15.4] 6.2
50 - 59 2 3 5| 11 o.| 8.2 13, | --
60 -~ 69 1 1 2 4 9 4.7 | 5. | --
70 - 79 2 1.5
80 - 89| 1 1 1.4 6.2
90 - 99
100 & over 2 2 5 5.4 5.8| 5.1
Total |7 | 9 15 |26 | 85 | 131
| ' © LIBRARY

URIVERHTY oF BUFFALD




Inspeetion of the above table, shows that the
ehildren of foreign-born are né more superstitious than
those of American-born parenfage- nor da'We’fimd that
ehlldren of "old" immigrant groupé are either more or less
superstitious than those of the ey imm1grant group . The
: number of individuals, however, are small, se-that the

findings are only. indicative.

Emotionsl and Socisl Control Related to Superstition:
| The following was & portion of the Persomnel
Questionnaire given each Freshman at College Entrénge
time. He #as asked subjeetively to estimate himself and
.hig reaeﬁions in the fa;lewiﬁg six tygéé of behavier patterns:
(1) "Are you able to control your temper readily?
 Or ave yoé subjeet to fits of anger?" with five steps or
grades betvwesn ‘unusual contrel of teﬁggr te.lack af,eentrala
| ‘(2) "Are ydu sexf-eenfi&ent‘and p@ised iﬁ-speakimg‘
before others, or when directing others?" from complete con-
Tigence to lacking of confidenee.
| (3) "De you worry aﬁout-thlngs a good deal, so as.
to disturh your sleep and your mest-efficient mental work?"
. frem sonstant W@rrying to littla‘cr.no WOrrye |
(4) "Hava you - grlt or determination habitually to
-gtiek to hardg and perhaps disagreeable, jobs which you have
- ence started?® froﬁ decided grit to laek of grit,
'{5) "Are you a good séeial mixer? Can you‘meeﬁ

people easily, interest them, and win their confidence?"



Superstition ' ‘Large High School Smail,High Schook

Score - | Humber  Percent. Number Pergent.

0- 9 21 22,1 12 16,2
10 - 19 | 22 23.1 /_16 21,6
20 - 29 | 19 20, 12 16,2
30 - 39 10 10,5 13 17,5
40 - 29 14 14 5 6.7
50 - 59 . 11 11,5 5 6.7
60 - 69 2 241 7 9,0
70 - 79 1 1,0 1 1.3
80 - 89 1 1.0 0 -
90 - 99 0 - 0 -

- 100 and over 4 4.2 3 4,0

The large schools considered wefe~South Pérk,
Hutehinson, Masten Park, Teghnicalg Lafayette and Bennett,
of Buffalo. There were forty-four small high schools con-

~sidered, four of/themrbeing parochial schoois@ 0f these,.

fbriy—feur secheools, twenty-six schools sent but}one per® h;4

- nine sent twoj; feur sent three; two sent four; #Wo, fives
and one sént nine, |

Upon examining the immediately preceding chart,
very little can be concluded, excepﬁ,that superstition is
j‘29;3 confined to either go up of schools, but pfetfy well

distributed over all,




Raes and Superstition:

We have slready noted, page 29, that the Jewish
freshmen were less superstitious than ahy of the other re-
1igious’gnaupse This group are pretty likely to be foreigﬁ

born themselves, the children of fereign-born, or at most

the grand-children of foreign born people The majority very

likely will be found in fhg so-called "new immigrant® grouée_
Of the entire group of 186 individuals, but eléven
were foreign-born, These were unusually lacking in super-
gtition, due.perhaps to wide experience., ‘There were fifty-
five (55) of foreign-born pérentageo ‘The folléwing refine-

ments were made in connection with this number:

100 &
Total

kFr., | - ] '
|- Swe. s | Rus., | Tote %2 | %
BCoy | GeToy Aus., Tote| Ams % | % New {.014
Eng, | Den.,| Ital.| P&l., F.,B.| Born | ¥F.B, |A.Bo{ Imm. | Tmm.
1 2 | 3 4 10 | 23 | 18.[17.5| 18. |17.8
|3 o | 1 | 5 | 11| 27 | 20.|20.6) 15.4 | 351.2
s | 2 2 | v 135 | 24 | 24, h8.3| 23.7 | 25,
1 1 1 3| 19 5o [14.5| 5.1 6.2
49 2 1 v s | 11 | 14.|e.a|15.2] 6.2
59 2 3 5 | 11 o. | gua 13, | -
69 1 1 2 4 9 a7 | 5. | -
79 2 | |1.5 |
8ol 1 | 1.4 6.2
99
over 2 2 5 5.673.8 5.1
7 | 9 | 13 |26 55 | 131 | |
'  LIBRARY

URIVERSITY OF BUFFALD



Inspeetion of the above table, shows that the
children of foreigan-bern are né more sugerstitious than
those of Americam-borm parenﬁage; nor do we find that
children of "old" immigrant greup% are either more or less
supézstitieas then those of the "new" immigrant group. The
number of individuals, however, are small, so that the

findings are only. indiecative.

Emotional and Social Control Related to Superstition:

| The following was a portion of the Personnel
Questionnaire given each Freshman at College Entrance
tims, He ﬁas asked subjeetively to estimate himself and
‘his reactions in the following six types of behavier patterns:
(1) "Are you able to control your temper readily?
A'Or are you subjeet to fits of anger?® with five steps or
grades betveen ‘unusual centrel @f'tempsr tellack of control,
(2) "Ars you self-eeafi&ent and poised in speaking -
before others, or When directing others?" from complete con-
fidence to lasking of confidenee. |
(3) "De you worry about»things a good deal, so as
- te disturb your sleep and your.m@st.effibiént mental work?"
from comnstant worrying te little'or.no WOTTY o
(4) "Have you grit or determination habitually to
- 8tick to hard, and perhaps disagresable, Jobs.which you have
once started?” from deecided grit to laek of grit,
(5) "Are you a good social mixer? Can you‘meet

people easily, interest them, and win their confidence?”



from good mixer to awkward in meeting others.,

(6)0 "Do you have iniative? Have you the ability

and the desire to start new things? Or are you naturally a

follower?" from decided iniative to quite docile,

Correlations were obtained between superstitious

reactions and these several variables as

Control of Tempers. « o o » o

Confidence in self .
Worrying . .‘. s o
- Amount of Grit o . .
Wixing Ability . . .

Iniative o+ » o o« &

®

follows:

o ++248

-,01
=ol9
-4007
2002
=sl7

There seems to be mo relation between confidence

in self, smount of gritjand'mizing ability, as estimated .

57

subjectivély}amd the scorings in superstition. The correlation

ratio of .248 between control of témper‘auh superstition,'

-.17 between iniative and superstition, and of v.19 between

worrying and-éuperstition seem to indiecate at least a tendeney

for these several variables to run parallel to superstiti on.

That is, those who have the best and most control of their

“tempers, who worry least and have least iniaﬁive} tend to be

more superstitious., The negative correkitions between worry-

img and superstitidn and between iniative and superstition

are so low as to be barely indicative. Very little can be

coneluded from them. The 248 correlation ratio between con-



lel

trol eof tmmper and superstition is, however, at leaét an
indieationsy &and may be variously ihte:preted. Cont?ol

of temper is undoubtedly an intrgvert characteristiecs -sup-
erstition may also be. Or the correlation may be inter-
preted to indicate the ease with which an individual accepts
currentlideasg coneepts, beliefs; suggestibility; that is
ihdisabing_that the person who ageepts current feik myths

at the same time tends to accept the adage, "That tb COon=-

+trol oneself is better thanm to control a city."

 Superstition and Religiosity:

| The fellowing is part of the questiomnaire given
the freshmen at their entrance; by the Personneerepartment:

"Consider each of the statements below, If you

aie strongly'eonvineed-that.a~statement is true, underscore
2" on the extreﬁe left, Uﬁderséofing 1Y% means that you
are fairly certain a statement is true, or that it s more
right than wrongﬁ.'lf you dmw a line under "O", it meéns
that you are entirely uncerin in, that you have no epinion
on the sﬂbject. Underscoring "-1" means that you cdnsider
it more wrong than right, and 42" indicates that the state-
ment is entirely-ﬁalse,'that'no:reasonable person would
consider it true, |

2 1 0 =1 =2 Where religion is antagonistic to modern
‘ seience, religien should be allowed precedence.

2 1 0 -1 -2 Prayers to God will Dbe answered 1f the one
: praying is deserving.



oY

2 1 0 =1 -2 No Government (e.g. Mexico)has the right to
interfere with religious practices.

2 1 0 -1 =2 Ther is plenty of justifieatiom for the be-
- lief in a life after death.

2 l. 0 -1 -2 Han was created direetly by God, and net in-
‘directly from lower animal forms as evolu-
tien teaches. ,

The following are the correlation ratios obtained

betwéeu this material and the superstition scorings:

Religioa should be allowed precedence « s « » 602

Prayers of the deserving will be answered ., . .18

Government has right to interfere with religion.06
Pleaty of justification for immortality . . . .12
Man was created by Ged, did not evolves o » o o177

Total Religion With Superstition .« & 2 o s 07

In each case we have some slight positive corre-
lation oetweeu the rellg1051uy and superstition of the in-
dividual. The various :el;glous reactions seem,<to eounﬁer-
act each other and a cérreh&tion ratio between fhis combing-
tion and superétition is obtained,>'iﬁ is less than for any |
one of them except number one. None, however, are more
than & suggestion of a téndency.

Of the series, number one is most intérestingo
Wheﬁ the seattérgram dealing with this question is examined,
it is found that those who have highest scores in supersti=-
tion as well as those who have lowest scores in their accep-

taﬁéé'gf superstitious beliefs tend to eluster about the



radical side of the scattergram, favoring the preéedence
' of sciense over religion, that is, those who are moderately
_superstitious are scattered more evenly and cluster at the
center of the chart, are less opinionated on the guestion
of religion being“allowed precedence over sgiencg,_or ?he
opposite. The-séattergram fpr_Evelution.and Superstition
has an indieztion of the samegphenomemon. In the other
three religious dogma, there is a tendencytfor the more
supe:sﬁitious to cling in greater gumbers to the conserva-
tive edge of the seattergram, That is, those who have high
superstitious scores, have been'suggestible’to the supersti-
tious dogma of their extra-school envifonment, and at the
same time have been suggestible to the biological statements
made by individuals of more préstige, the teaghers.

Tt might be interesting to note here that the
more suggestible individuals tend to take agnostic and atheistic
 beliefs more readily tham those in whom non-suggestibility,
a stand-dn-ydur-own-feet kind of ph#losophy has been'developed,
(Cofrelaﬁion ratio of -.42 between re}igious conservalism and
suggestibility was ebtainad.(l)). Again we have the suggest-
ible, gullible, accepting statements whicech have been made

positively, even though these statements may'disagrée.(g)

(1) See page
(2) Fo criticism is here intended‘of the theories of biology,

or of religious agnosticism or atheism.




In general; the‘conservétive point of view in
religion is moTe widely accepted than is the radiéal pqimt
of view. The conservative reactiocn is the one that the
majority of students of the University of Buffaio,‘or amy
other Uni#ersity; has been expased to ﬂmsﬁ generally in
their homes and the soeietieéwin which they move. But such
attitudes as afe'represented by the statement that "Whére
religion is‘énﬁagonistic to modern secience, religion should
be zallowed precedence," and "Man was created directly by
God, =znd not indirectly from lower animal forms as evolu-‘
tion. teaches" are beginning to ® quéstione@ in éur schools
today. It is here that the University of Buffale faculty
almost unamimously chedk the negative or radical side of
the guestionnaire, To regct(négatively to ﬁaesé statements
"~ is accordingly beginning to be a -part of the behavior of
the culture goup to which the University student is aeéom-
modating himself. These ideas are, thereforeg being thioWn
at the high school student; and it would seem to be those
who are least superstitious (those perhaps who are begimning
to question critically prevelent thought and idess) and
those who have high superstitioﬁs scores (those who are in
. the habit of accépting uneritically whatever ideas.are with
sufficient impreSSiveness‘put before them) who are accept-
ing the negative side. |

" In other words, it seems that the deéree.of super-

stitious belief carried by a fréshman entering colk gé is



chiefly an 1ndex of hisg suggestlblllty, of his credulity,

of his gulllblllty.(l)

Oplnlons and’ COBV1ct19ns on Soclal Questions'

theifpdea on

2

1

0

In the questlonna1re glven the enterlng f*eshmen,f

to check the

-1

-1

=1

 the ;ollow1ng five statements were made, and. uhey were asked

numeral to the left Whlch most closely expressed

the matter:

-2

=2

-2

-2

The thrill and romance frbm.mov1ng pictures
are good substitues for social llfe and
other recreations.,

It ig harmless for young people who are not
engaged to kiss each other secretly.

People who are unheppily mated should be al-
lowed a divoree even when there is no adultery.,

"It is Just as .right for a woman to smoke and

drlnk as for 8 man., -

A women should feel as free to propose
marriage as a man is.

Aeorrelmtion was: runrfor each of the above statements‘

and the scorings on the superstition questionnaire., The fol-

lowing ratios were obimined:

Moving pictures is a good substitute for social life . . -o07

Secret EiSSing is hamless o ® o" e o o e e 8 o o.e e o & '—5067‘

Divorce is allowable even without adultery o o o o« o o o ~o05

It is as right for women to smoke and drink as for men . .20

Women should feel free 10 PrOPOSE. o « ¢ ¢ o o o ¢« s s o +old

@

(1) "Superstition is that form of emotional eredulity prompted
by an emotional predisposition which had its origin in adjust=-
ments to physical conditions long since passed away." Dresslar
"Educetion and Superstition", p. 145.



The first three ratios:indicate & gemeral dis-
persion. It may be interesting to note that in the first

two the entire group tend to cling to the cors ervative -

side of the soatbergram, the medisn being in the -1 colum
while in ﬁhe_ allowability of divorce -e?en without aaultery,
the entire group are more radicel, 65 of. the 183 who ans-
wered this (iuestio_x;.havihg checked the 42 co'lu.jmn and 42
moré the +1 column, e
| The ratios 4,20 end 4.14 obtained when correla-
‘ting the freshman_opiﬁiéﬁ on the "rightness" of women smol-
ing end rinking end the freedom she should feel in regerd
‘to proposing merriage, Tespectively, ave perhaps at least
_indicators of tendencies of the more superstitious to react
more conservetively, (the originsl statements here are put
in & radicsl way) to uncritically sccept dogmatisms of the
day. Thers is a tendency, as shown by the scatbergram, for
the entire group to fevor the conservative view slightly -
more than the rad‘i‘eal; but in the higher scores-of super-
stition, we find particularly com ervetive individuals,
',It is ‘interes'tring‘ to ncﬁe that here again there
is a tend{ency‘for the moré superstiti ous to accept'mgre
blindly andungeustioningly the common current folk-ways.
From this material, however, one cannot be éu.re that it is
‘suggestibility thet is the common causé; it might jufs£ as
- readily be, and probably to a certain e‘}:ten‘c is; caused by

an environment that contaim both a large element of super-

===



stition and much dogmatic assertion as %o the authority
of religion and as to "woman's place,” (an unenlightened, -°

suggestible community).

Sugg@stibility and Superstition:

- Upon refining‘the @ata, as above, there seemed
to be many indications pointing to the conclusion that‘the
amount of superstition held in some way depended upon the
suggestibility of the individual., It was for this reason
that an attempt‘was made to formulate and‘give'suggestif
bility te%té o as many of the éroup given the supersti-
tionlquestiOﬁnaire as could be "rounded uée"

The "Aussage"® test was given to the Introductory
Scienee Clagsy 92 of whom had filled in the,superstition_~l
questionnaife, #The Hihdoos" wag the pictufe used, and the
following guestions were read, the questions indicating
suggestibility are checked and thehnumber of the 1B0 given

the test who reacted suggestively is given at the right:

Iﬁterroggtory forAAussage Blank "Hindoos"
(Test given to 150 freshmén. ASuggestibiiity Quest ions gre
checked and number given'positive’suggestib&e replies fol-
lowing in parenthesis, Those gquestions preceded by inter-
rogation point (9) as well as check (#) are not counted in

correlati ons run in superstition study.)

- 1s What animals are there in the picture?

2+ Are the men dressed approximately alike?



3. Is there a patch of blue? What object?
‘4, Are both tusks of the eleﬁhant showinga
5. Does the infant appear to be asleep or awake9
é. Is the elephant Walklng or stand1ng9 |

7. #Are the two men om the ground in front looking stra1ght
: ahead or to the rear? | {(115)

8. Is the urn or clay vessel im the pzcture on the ground
or on & stand?

9. #Is the Woman's hair curley or'straight as it hangs down? (109)

10s Is the man in front éarrying bananas? If so, are they
in front or on his baek?

11, #Has the tiger been shot in the hesd, or on its side? (131)

12, Are two or more men earrylng the tiger?:
13, #Is the 1nfant clothed above or below the waist? (63)

14, Are there as many 1 men on the second elephant as on
the first, or more?

15. %15 the roof of the house shingled or tiled? (22)

16, Is the head ragah of the party on the front 0T rear
elephant?

17. #1Is the man holding the plgeon by the feet or tail
or body? _ (62)

18, .Is the large palm in back on r1ght or left sﬁ.e
of plcture to you9

19, #Is the. turban of the rajah colored inm a redish ,
or blush eolor? . (82)

20, Are there one, two or more bamboo poles on the
ground in the center of the picture?

21, #Are the clouds in the sky on the left or rlght :
side of the piecture? _ (109)

22, Is the bench made mostly of mud or wood or stone?



23, #Is the man steering the elephant about to hook its
ear or some other part of its body9 (72)

24. Is the elephant's trumk curled in towards the body,
is it stvalght, or curled out? -

25. #Does the woman sitting on the bench have on shoes,
‘or has she nothing on her feet and ankles? _ (23)

26, 2#Is the sun shining, and if so from which side of

a7

the picture? - {29 said yes)

27 e #Is the elephant excited, or dreamily engaged in
‘plodding ahead? - (69)

28, Are the other hindoes in the pieture concermed with, or
attentive to, the actions of the front man? (or are they
observing various things?

29, ?#Is the woman apparently pleased with the return of
~the man fronmt the huni? | (95 said yes).

30, #Is there a~dlseu551en going on anywhere? conversation?
If so between whom and whkat is its probable nature? (49 sug-
tested talk between man and womam or child.)

31la Hoﬁ meny sun sxades are there in the pietﬁrez

32. #De s the man in the foreground wear earrings or &
nose rlng or . th?. _ (64)

33, What color is the trappings of the first elephant?

34, £Ts the man in the front of the picture looking at
the woman or the child or straight ahead? (81)

35. Howmeny people are there in the pieture?
36, #Is the head elephant decorated with bracelets on
his forelegs or only with brass knobs on the ends of (51)
his tuskss
37+ #ATe the beads worn by the woman made of teeth, _
bone or carved wood? (49)
The. "Gas" Test.
Wishing a be%ter rounded picture of the suggestin
bility of the group under consideration, an attempt was made

. to devise another group suggestibility test:




Assistant Professor Buckley of'the Chemistry De-
partment of the University of Buffalo interruptedban Intro-
ductory Science lecture about twenty minﬁtes after the clasgs
had been under way, announcing that an amount of “Hypo-trel;
lium-sulphate®™, 2 gas that the Chemistry Department "had been
experimenting with extensively at that time", had gotten
through the air vent s inte the Lecture Hel 1 occupied by the
‘class. He said that it was not definitely known just what
the effeects € the gas were. .Some of the Chemistry Depart-
ment faeulty had suffered comsiderable distress, others like
himself did not seem to be affected by the gas at.ali. There-
fore, inasmuch as the class had acecidently inhaled the gas,
they would be redering a service to science if they would
indieaté their subjeetiﬁe reaections to it, alse giving their

gseat numbérs so as to indicate the rate of diffusion of the
- gas. (Needless to say, for the purpose of keeping attend-
ance record, ﬁhe seat number_of geach student Wés known) .

The class punctuated his gtat ments with golss of laughter,

R

He turned to the board, stating "these are some of the effeets

noted upon members of the Chemistry Department members," and

wrote:

1, nauses : 5, burning of mucous membrane
2, headache : é, dry tongue

5. dizziness _ 7. rapid respiration

4, a.itching of eyes 8, exhilermation

be. itching of skin 9, other effects.




Upon lesy ing the Lecture Hal l, he advised the
class that Dr. Hewitt, who had been working with hinm on
this gas the previous hour, had been so disturbed by the
gas, that he had to be taken heme. |

Shortly after the resumption eof the class tople,
one girl arese and in a slow and unsteady gait left the
lectur e -room. |

Of the 122 (90 of whom had filled in superstition
. questionnaires) who turned in siips, 57 admiﬁtei i1l effeects,
25 follows:

6 nausea

26 headaehe

12 dizziness

13 itching eyes

eyes_hurt

itching of skin (one verj intensivel&)
left'reem'(above mentioned)

felt quite badly, held head, ete.

gaid he was "OK but was not sure of it."

had itching of muecous

6

4

1

1

1

3

3 burning of mucous

2 ary tonguev

1 dry throat

1 rapid and diffieult respiratiom
2 exhileration o
2 other effects -- nature not indicated
1 sleepiness.

Of the 57 effected,_zg had more than one ill effect,
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It is thought that this test, of and by itself is
not vexy'?eliabla, inasﬁuch ag the sﬁggéétible person is
open to suggestién not 6nly from the speaker-iﬁffhe front
of the room, but alse from his neighbor, whe may not be sug-
gestible., It was found almost invariably that when one in-
difidual in a row responded in one mannér, several adjacent
oﬁes did likewise. That is, there will be a cluster of
four or five who had "no ill effsects", then gndther, all of
whom note ill effects, thbugh net.necessari1j the same,

' The following is & sample of the way this "cluster sugges-

tibility" was exhibited:

Seat Noeo 3. I, II, III & IV 16, other effeets (not sneclzled
4, none (not sure of it') 135, II & III .
7. none : 136, III
8« none 138, ITI & III : :
9. hnone : 140, no apparent effects
10, none 141, slight burﬁzng of ayes
.11, none 142, II .
18, I & II.- : 143, II '
13, none ' 146, "felt very badly?
14, none . 147, none
15, mnone : 150, none
152, none
153, nond,

Further reflnement and 1nsneetu>n of the suggeSul—
bility tests might well be, and have been made, but such
refinements are m t relevant here, |
| ~ When the suggestibility "aussage" test was corre-
lated with superstition scores, a eorrelation ratio of e2D3
was obi ined. (92 individuals responded to‘both the "aus-

sage" test and the superstition quest ionnaire.) When the



scores on the "gas" test (90 individuals had taken both
 suggestibility'tests and had ansWéred‘the superstition
questionnaire),vwas cdnsidered along with the "aussage"
test, &nd the.combinainﬁ‘correlated with ﬁhe supersti-
tion scores; a ratio of .285 was obtalned, That is, with
.an addlﬁlon ef a sllght amount of materlal on the sugges-
'tlollzty of uhe 1na1v1duals, when a better pleture of

the suggestlnlllty of the individuals in the gR>up was ob-
talned, & higher correlatlon.was obtained,

It i highly regrettable tint the lack of i me,
both of thé eXperimeﬁer and of the student. group under con-
sideration prew nited the givingvof an individual suggesti-
bility test, or tests, such as the "June Downey" or Sea-

shore and Whipple‘s'”lllusion of Warmth" test; or that

better and more standardized group tests were not available.

~ We note the‘higher correlatiOﬁ at the addition, described
above, of a second small amoung of suggestibility datag‘and
we may, it éeems,~expect that with the addition of still
further mﬁterial, and so with a better iounded aﬁd more
complete picture of the individual suggestibility, that o

- higher and higher correlat on would be forthcoming.,

Multiple Correlal ons:.

.Finally, multiple correlations were calculated

¥o see whether any of the rafiés could be raised by com-

bining faetors, TFollowing are some of the results:

Dl



(a) Total Suggestibility and Superstition (as above) .285

Total Sugge. and Super. (Religious Conservatism .
. Constant) . 314

Total Sugg. and Super. (Age Constant) 0258
Total Bugge. and Super. (Intelligenece Constant) 0263
Total Sugg. and Super. (Age and Intel- |

ligence Constant) 023
-‘(b) Superstition and Age (és-above) =190
Sw er., and Age (Intel, Gongtant( ~921‘
Super. anQAge (Sugge. Constant) -o14

(e) Superstition'andgntelligence_(as above) =,12
Super., and Intel, (Agejcongtant) - -s15
Super. and Intel. (Sugg. Constant) -,04

These need no discussion. It is, however, inter-
esting to note_thaﬁ Inté.iigence, age and suggestibil ty,
'all seem to B closely tied together, Xeeping any one con-
stant lowers the correlation'ratio of either of.the others
Wiﬁh.superstitﬁoﬁ; this being most noticeable when sugges-~
- tion is kept constant.

| ‘When religious comervatism is kept constant, the
ratio beitween suggestion and sw erstition climbs te 4e3l.
There‘seems to be some indiecation that religious radicalism
is a product of, or at lesst somewhat correlate with sug-
gestibility (4.42. when non-suggest ble are-omitted.) This
would encourage the writer to suggest that réligious
radiccalism be one of . the individuai tests of suggesfibility

along with a short superstition questionnaire,

52



The folbwing are other correlatioms obtained,
and used in deriving the above multiple correlations:
Suggestibility with Religious Conservatism =519

(this Jjumped to to =-.42 when 30 non=-sug-
‘ges tible individuals were dropped.)

(=
NeJ

Suggestibility with Age. -

Suggestibility With'Intelligence

"~ (wide knowledge and self-reliance sub- ~£294
tract from suggestibility.)

Suggestibility and Age

(Intelligence constant) ‘ ‘ -a24
Suggestibility and Intelligence
(Age Constant) o33

~ Age and Intelligence. -el2

Summary and Conclusion:

The writer attempted in this problem, not only to

determine the quality and quantity of superstition among s

group of incoming University students (a check upon Dresslar's

findings), but also to find correlative factors of this form
of belief. The study divided itself into two parts. TFirst
the-detection and second the correlati on of superstitions
with 2 multitude of faetors which would T contributory to
the origin and maintenance of this phenomenon,

In the detection, a questionnaireg.more objective

than Dresslar’s was devised. Instead of request ing beliefs,

full, partial or nome; indulgence in superstitious behavior,

~always, sometimes or never was required., In addition, dis-
carded beliefs were obtained as an important indiecation of
the personality of the individual., A point score system was

devised and a superstition score for each subject computed.

b3



The diétributioﬁ curve is skewed toward fewelr
éuﬁerstitions, approaching an ogive, where the mode will
be no superstitions, and fheré will be a gradﬁal slope
for the atypical who still clings to supezstition.

The following correlatLon ratios were obtained:

Amount of Superstition with

I, Intelligence ,,...,,,;, —.12
i1, Age ......c.e....,;,.., -ol9.
IIi, Control of Tempereesseco ;248'
IV,  Confidence in Self..... -o01
Va Worryiﬁg~;§.e..,;..;.;. —,19 
VI.  Amount of Gritescsecess =o007
VII. Mixmg Ability sesssees 4002
VITT. TRISEITE wveesveronnses =all

- IX. Conservatlve Concepts in Rellglon
' "Total.cs.

(A) Religion vs. Science
(b) Prayers will be.answéred

(e) Gove rlght to interfere with
religion

(d) Immorts lity Jjustified
(e) Man created by God,
X. Radical Concepts on Social ﬁuestioms:

(a) MOV1es good subSultues for
Social Life

(b) Secret kissing harmless

(o) Divorce allowable without
adultery

(4) As right for women %o smoke
~and drink as for men

s 07
.02
.18

uOé

012
177

.08
. 067

.05

=920
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(e) Women should feel free to‘propose -old-
 XI. "Aussage" Suggest ibility Test L0553

XITI. Combined "Aussage" and "Gas" Tests  .285

The following comparisons of Means and Medians of

Superstition Scores was obtained:

Medians - Means
Jewish 26,0 24,0
Catholic 28.5 : 34.2
Protestant 24,0 30,0
Total 26,0 ' 3063
Women 34,0 3502
Ven 20,0 24,4

The high schools, ranked according to size,
showed no difference as to the superstitiousness of its
gm duates. Ther was no significant difference between

the various races in respect to superstitiousness, as gleaned

from this study, although the numbers were perhaps not large

enough to make the data very valuable.

Discarded Superstition correlated with

Tntelligence . » .058

Multiple Correls i ons:
Superstition Scores with
I, Suggestibility
{a) Religious Com erve tism Constant o DL
(b) Age Constant .258
(

¢) Intelligence Constant 2263




(d) Age and IntelligencdConstant .23

II. Age
(8) Intelligence constant =21
(b) Suggestion constant -.14

ITT, Intelligence
(a) Age constant )

(p) Suggestion constant -,04

From the above correlal oms and means and medians,
we must conclude that superstition is not correlate with
intell gence, It does not depend for its source upon

either rural or city community 1life, nor is it a product

of any or several religious Teliefs, nor yet the partisu-
lar‘possession of any one or several immigrant groups. We.
do not find that it is particularly harbored by youth,
aithough‘youth B slightly more susceptible to it. Both-
sexes are superstitious, women being somewhat more so than
men. It is not harbored by either the atypicslly radicsl
nor the atypically conservative, m r are those, who clus-
ter about the median in the matter of cowm ervatism or
radicalism, @ rticularly its]@ﬂsa 

However, from the dat on religiosity, from the
data on the reaction to religious dogma, from the fact
that youth is €l ightly more superstitious than age, and
finally from the relatiomships found Between suggestibili ty
reaétions and supergtitioﬁ, (which even though so low as to
be unpredictable, still beeéase of the 1imitedAnumbeE of

suggestibility tests are indicative at least) ; from this
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collection of materisl, it seems reasonable{{ conclude that
Supeistition feeds and grows to ité most luxuriant proportions
among the habitually suggestible.

We have suggestion defined(l) as the uncritical
facceptancé of i eas or propositions independent of logieal

_grounds, Or again ) “suggesti@ility is the natural faculty

2
of the brain to adélt any idea whatever without motive, to
assimilate them and eventually to transform them rapidly
into ﬁovements, sensations and inhbitione.s." TFrom this, in
a2 logical way, it would seem that sw erstitious belief is
the normal product of suggestibility. That is, if the un-
- eriticsl aecceptance of ideas or propositioﬁs without logiecal
groﬁnd& is suggeStibility;‘and supefstiﬁion is by definition
illogical, uncritical belief; them would mnot superstition |
be one, iflnot the pnly, normal outgrewth of suggéstibilitys(z)
The point is made by meny of the writers on the
subjeet that suyerstition grows under the stress of emotions,
such as fear, and those emotioms connected with iliness and ;
dezth. We are aware of the fact that suggestibility increages

under the stress of emotions(é),‘and so we would expect its

natura1'offspringg‘superstition to increase as Well°(5)

(1) MacDougall, "Abnormal Psychology"

(2) ILePebre "Mass Suggestion", p. 102,

(3) Sumner has been previously quoted to the effeet: "Super-
stition is the illogical uncritical kelief, the result of sug-
ges tione. :

- (4) MacDougalT "Abnormal Psychology "

(B) ¥No good emot10na11tv tests are to be had to test thls
concepte : .
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The point is also made repeatedly that sﬁpersﬁi-

tion is produced in crowds, The fact that crowds are particu-

larly suggestiﬁle when c¢ompared to individuals is well knowﬁg(l)

The commom presence of‘suggestibility and superstition is
called attention to.

Puckett and others have emphasized the faet that
..Wifh enlightenment superstition passes away; that igﬁoranbe
and superstiti on are'bed;fellows° Why noty Are not the
ignorant the most suggestible; .and—is it nbt in the fields
of our greatest ignoranee that we are most suggestible as
well a.s most suﬁerstitious? . |

The negroes studied by Puckett evince a kihd of
superstition that is S0 obviouslyvthe result of suggestion
that iﬁ seeﬁs_permissible~to emphasize it here again. The
negroes are highly superstitious in every sense of the word,
and are moreover deeply addicted to w odooism: That is, if
-8 taboo is broken by, or if someone places a curse upon an
individudlg he ér'she becbmes conseguently ill and remains‘
so until someone of greater presfige “outvobdoosﬁ the afflic~
tione. _

Tt is said that youth is more suggestible than
age { -.24 correlation ratio betweeniage and suggestion with
intelligenee comstant); we find that the younger are more
 sugerstitious as well. The q:rrelation of age and suggesti-
bility -- and in a smaller way with superstition --bis DPOSS=

ibly a -function of the greater experience of the elder omes

(1) Summer, "Polk Wgys" as quoted on pages 13 -~ 14 of this
article, S -



(it is recailed that With,leaxning, we become 1e§s sugges -~
tible), aml the decrease in the prestige of pig;nts and
elderse | | | “ | |
The'definition of'superstition‘ié reneated‘ ~"an
illogigal uncritical belief, the fesult o? suggeSuloﬁ“(l)
having as its fundamental assumptlen the postulate of "an
all-pervading mind or splrlt (2) Wlth which by eorrect cere-

monies,_etc., rapport can be estabilshed,Aw It seems likely

that the majority of the freshmen have accepted this funda-
mental assumption of superstition, 1mp11c1tely, 1£ not ex-
plicitiys --iall those who T have eugerstitiously_at all,

to make their behavior reesonable; must‘aecept ity and with
the exception of five or six individuals, all have their “De*“
‘superstitions. Then, the number of superstitions acted upon
by any bne‘individual would be an indieator of his individual.
superstitiousness, ag well as a clue as to his suggestibili tys
“and might well be the test of the second as Well as of the
flrst, although perhaps in not quite as definite a manner.

The correlatlon of .295 or 3, between.suggestl- |
bility and superstition is not unlike the correlations bet-
ween dadividual parts of an inteliigence test, |

The statement is, therefore, relterated that in a
-suggeSulblllty test, a superstition questloﬁnalre might well

play & consplcuous,role.

(1) sSummer, "Folk Ways",

(2) Dresslar, "Superstitiom and Education."
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Dresslar suggests the fo}lowing training to
eliminate SuperstitiOB(l) thus: "An understanding of
the unknownbcan come only through an undérstanding of
scient;fie‘law. Thus, training in biology, chemistry,
physics-and other such sciences will do more to banish
» negromancy than will any studious reaching after the
three;R‘s,... Since the motle rs are the important ageﬁ;s
in paséing.these along to the children, it would seem
necessary to give female education more emphasis im the
educational system, especially providing in natﬁral
sciences for the young Womeh.“ He depkores that so much
myth snd folk lore is provided for the gullible perusal
of young child ren. He says the 1mmag1nat on may be nur-
tured otherwise than on a diet of falsity and fabrica-
tions, which not only teach incorrect fact, but incorrect
theory @ms well., His reasoning seems véry logical and
Sensible to the writer,

It would seem that superstition is the result
of a suggestible individual being exposed to an environ-
ment containing much dqgma of a superstitious character,
The suggestible Dersony%ﬁcritieally, guiiivly: swallowed
great masses of what in the way of 1deas and pIODOolthBS,
his meager environment has had to offer th prodlglous appe-~
- tites If, therefore, such a person is able to carry a
“heavy load of this nature, were this burden rémoved-and
the s gestion that the individusl must be critical -
successfully entered; an equally heavy load of a more

~R,
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critical and Scientific nature might be borne. In other
words, one might expecet that the size of the load of ideas,
etc;, that any persom carries, is an indieator of the amount
he is able to earry; that a fairly heavy load indicates
that the individual reacts forcefully enough to proposi-
tions to make them stick fo his memory; then would not
your superstitioﬁs person be the most teachable?

To somewlm:t answer the query, aystudy.was made |
of the acguisition guotient of those having the highest v
scores in supeisfition. The\acquisition quotient or A.Q.
is fhe work accomplished divided by the intelligence quotient,
or I. Qe The averagasof,each‘indivi&ual's grades were 1iéted,'
and percentiles calculated. These percentileé were divided
by the intelligence quotient percentiles Upon investiga-
tion of theiﬁ. Q.'s of the eleven most superstitious boys,
it was found that eight of the eleven had very high A,Q!s,~
five of them exceptionally so, and three well above par; the
remaining three of the eleven were about‘average, " This would
tend to substahtiate the thedry that superstition is an ine
-dicatiOﬁ of plasticity, receptivity, suggestibility.

If, then; these highly superstitious individuals
were searched out, if the suggestion was entered that they
must be critical, thus training them to build up a defense
égginst their suggestibilityghif they were further advised
to apply.themseives to some of the physiecal sciences in order

to outroot the fundamental assumption of superstition, if
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pethaps also debating and argumentation were advised, and if
information was generally put in.an emphatic way to them, would
not these suggestible-superstitious iﬁ&ifiéﬁalé ﬁékerfﬁé‘#éij |
best students; and would not the result be ﬁell worth the
energy and time devoteé to a superstition guest ionnaire? This

is our hypothesis, the testing of which by further data would

be most intersstimg. .
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